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Executive Summary  

Protecting Water:  A Precious, Limited Resource 
 
Addressing Climate Change and Improving Air Quality 
 
Taking Action on Toxics and Chemical Safety 
 
Making a Visible Difference in Communities across the Country 
 
Launching a New Era of State, Tribal, and Local Partnerships 
 
Embracing EPA as a High-Performing Organization 
 
Working Toward a Sustainable Future 

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (U.S. EPA) Regional Laboratories are state-of-the-art, full-service 

environmental laboratories delivering analytical services, field support, quality assurance and data review, and expert 

technical assistance. Ten Regional Laboratories individually support the 10 EPA regions while also collaborating to 

form a highly effective Regional Laboratory Network (RLN).  This report highlights the diversity of support and 

capabilities, all of which reinforce EPAôs mission and ongoing priorities. 

 

In Fiscal Year 2015 (FY2015), Regional Laboratories performed over 150,000 analyses to support agency priorities 

and to solve emerging environmental issues.  This analytical work supported activities related to over 1,700 sites 

and projects associated with a wide range of agency programs.   

 

One particular environmental challenge, Gold King Mine, became a multi-

regional response where mine drainage from Silverton, Colorado caused 

mine water to discharge to Cement Creek, a tributary to Animas River.   

Region 6, Region 8 and Region 9 were all involved in the response and 

Regional Laboratories were critical in providing analysis, data review and 

quality assurance support.  

 

To enhance collaboration between regional, program and research and 

development laboratories, the Laboratory Enterprise Forum was 

formed in FY2015 to provide a mechanism to work across the agency 

laboratory system, to identify approaches to enhance the efficient use of 

facilities, and to evaluate tools promoting high-performance organizations. 

 

Emerging contaminants continue to be a concern for the agency and Regional Laboratories continue to evaluate 

methods and analytical technologies to develop approaches to meet the demands for detection.  For FY2015, 

analyzing for perfluorinated compounds (PFCs) and new testing tools for cyanotoxins were of significant interest. 

 

Accomplishments presented in this report capture only a few of the overall activities provided by all Regional 

Laboratories.  These accomplishments underscore the commitment of RLN to be an integral part in protecting 

human health and the environment. 

EPA Agency Themes Meeting the Challenge Ahead 
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Section I ð U.S. EPA Regional Laboratories/Regional Laboratory 
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U.S. EPA Regional Laboratories 

 

Region 1: New England Regional Laboratory Investigation 

 & Analysis Branch 

 Ernest Waterman, Director 

 Waterman.Ernest@epa.gov 

 11 Technology Drive 

 N. Chelmsford, MA 01863-2431 

 Phone: 617-918-8632 

 FAX: 617-918-8540 

 

 

Region 2: Division of Environmental Science and 

 Assessment Laboratory Branch 

 John Bourbon, Director 

 bourbon.john@epa.gov 

 2890 Woodbridge Ave. 

 Edison, NJ 08837 

 Phone: 732-321-6706 

 Fax: 732-321-6165 

 

 

Region 3: Environmental Science Center Laboratory Branch 

 Karen Costa, Manager 

 Costa.Karen@epa.gov 

 701 Mapes Road 

 Ft. Meade, MD 20755-5350 

 Phone: 410-305-2689 

 Fax: 410-305-3095 

 

 

 

Region 4: Analytical Support Branch 

 Danny France, Director 

 France.Danny@epa.gov 

 980 College Station Road 

 Athens, GA 30605-2720 

 Phone: 706-355-8551 

 Fax: 706-355-8803 

 

 

Region 5: U.S. EPA Region 5 Laboratory, Chicago Regional 

 Laboratory 

 Dennis Wesolowski, Director 

 wesolowski.dennis@epa.gov 

 536 S. Clark Street 

 Chicago, IL 60605 

 Phone: 312-353-9084 

 Fax: 312-886-2591 
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Region 6: Environmental Services Branch 

 Wes McQuiddy, Director  

 Mcquiddy.David@epa.gov  

 10625 Fallstone Road 

 Houston, TX 77099 

 Phone: 214-665-6722 

 Fax: 281-983-2124 

 

 

 

Region 7: Regional Science & Technology Center 

 Margie St. Germain, Director 

 Stgermain.margie@epa.gov 

 300 Minnesota Ave. 

 Kansas City, KS 66101 

 Phone: 913-551-5154 

 Fax: 913-551-7873 

 

 

Region 8: U.S. EPA Region 8 Laboratory 

 Mark Burkhardt, Director 

 Burkhardt.Mark@epa.gov 

 16194 West 45th Drive 

 Golden, CO 80403 

 Phone: 303-312-7799 

 Fax: 303-312-7800 

 

 

 

Region 9: U.S. EPA Region 9 Laboratory 

 Pete Husby, Director 

 husby.peter@epa.gov 

 1337 S. 46th Street, Bldg. 201 

 Richmond, CA 94804-4698 

 Phone: 510-412-2311 

 Fax: 510-412-2302 

 

 

Region 10: Manchester Environmental Laboratory 

 Barry Pepich, Director 

 Pepich.Barry@epa.gov 

 7411 Beach Drive East  

 Port Orchard, WA 98366 

 Phone: 360-871-8701 

 Fax: 360-871-8747 
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EPAôs Regional Laboratory Network:  An Overview 

EPA has 10 regional offices and each region has a laboratory.  The 

Regional Laboratories provide mission-critical support to the Agency, 

protecting human health and the environment.  Service and expertise 

provided by each Regional Laboratory are tailored to meet the needs of 

that particular region or program and to address complex and emerging 

environmental issues.  In addition to 

supporting each region, the 10 Regional 

Laboratories collaborate to form the 

Regional Laboratory Network (RLN).  

Efficiency, effectiveness, and flexibility are 

maximized by using scientific expertise, 

implementing and developing methods, 

and maximizing partnerships within the 

network and across the nation. 

 

Environmental decisions and policies 

provide the RLN with the analytical 

structure to meet program needs.  

Regional Laboratories also provide support 

to national initiatives and research.  Each 

laboratory within the RLN constantly and consistently meets and supports 

project-specific objectives, achieves quality goals, provides analytical 

expertise, and produces accurate data within the Agency. 

 

EPA Regional Laboratories are committed 

to producing quality data.  The laboratories 

follow EPA organizational directives for a 

high-performing organization.  All 10 

laboratories are accredited by National or 

International Accreditation programs 

ensuring effective quality systems, 

improved performance, and defensible 

data.  External assessments are 

performed regularly at RLN laboratories. 

 

Contracting mechanisms are used within the RLN to provide additional 

procurement of analytical services.  The Contract Laboratory Program 

(CLP) provides standard analytical methods 

supporting the Superfund Program.  Each 

laboratory uses an Environmental Services 

Assistance Team (ESAT), which is a 

contract to support  laboratory functions.   

 

This organizational structure permits EPA Regional Laboratories to 

provide quick response to emergencies, while providing timely completion 

of all projects.  During FY2015, 10 Regional Laboratories supported over 

150,000 sample analyses and over 1,700 projects. 

Services tailored to meet 

regional needs and to 

address complex and 

emerging environmental 

issues 

Support special project-

specific objectives and 

goals towards a 

sustainable future 

Accreditation following 

National Environmental 

Laboratory Accreditation 

Conference (NELAC) or 

International Standards 

Organization (ISO) 17025 

RLN supports Agency 

quick responses to 

emergencies 
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